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Sir: 


In response to the Office Action dated December 31, 2003, please consider the following 


remarks. 


REMARKS 

Claims 1-24 are all the claims pending in the application. Claims 1-24 presently stand 


rejected. 


Priority Document 

The Examiner has not yet confirmed receipt of the foreign priority document, i.e., 
German Application No. 199 29 751.7, submitted on December 21, 2001. Confirmation of 
receipt of the priority document is kindly requested. 
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